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Can you introduce yourself?
Strategic Environmental
Assessments (SEA) evaluate
the environmental, social and
health impacts of River Basin
Management Plans (RBMPs)
to determine synergies or
conflicts with other policies,
using participatory
approaches. SEA are adopted
in an increasing number of
countries.

As an international consultant, I’m involved
in
the
pilot
Strategic
Environmental
Assessment (SEA) of the Alazani-Iori River
Basin Management Plan (RBMP) in Georgia.
Effective and consistent application of SEA
should help the country attain sustainable
development goals, green its economy, and
address climate change challenges. This pilot
SEA for Alazani-Iori RBMP aims to support
preparation of the Plan and develop the local
capacities of stakeholders to further
implement SEA in the water resources
management sector in accordance with the
UNECE Protocol on SEA.

How has your work
been impacted by
the COVID-19
crisis?
The SEA pilot was launched in
November 2019, and so inevitably
its later stages have been
influenced
by
the
Covid-19
pandemic.
In
particular,
we
haven’t been able to travel to
Georgia and organise public
consultation meetings (which are
usually an important part of SEAs).
The SEA pilot-related challenges
that this situation has brought
about can mostly be managed
online. However, I personally
regret the fact that I couldn’t meet
up with colleagues and friends in
Tbilisi. Hopefully, this will be
possible again in the near future.
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How do you see the
future of Georgian
waters?
I believe that the SEA results will
help
us
implement
the
most
beneficial actions in the Alazani-Iori
River Basin, not just to improve the
status of water resources, but to
address othe environmental, healthrelated and social issues. These
include
protecting
ecosystems,
responding better to climate change,
and creating new local employment
opportunities.
It may also serve as an example of
SEA application for other countries in
the region and beyond. I’m very
excited to be able to contribute to
this endeavour.
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