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Can you introduce yourself?
Within the framework of its
Association Agreement with the EU,
Ukraine has started to align its
water management practices with
those of the EU. For the first time, we
have developed a River Basin
Management Plan (RBMP) for the
Dnipro River Basin. An RBMP is a
document that presents us with a
clear sequence of steps to achieve
the main goal - good ecological
status of waters. By 2024, similar
plans must be developed for all 9
major river basins in Ukraine.

My name is Nataliia Osadcha and I’m a Doctor of
Geographical Sciences. I work as the head of the
hydrochemistry
department
at
the
Ukrainian
Hydrometeorological Institute. My colleagues and I
participated in the development of the Dnipro River
Basin Management Plan (RBMP).The Dnipro is one of
the largest rivers in Europe, with a basin that occupies
48% of the country's territory (296,000 km2). Our team
comprised 15 highly qualified specialists working in
hydrology, hydrochemistry and hydrobiology. We
worked on analysing pressures and impacts, assessing
risks, and setting environmental objectives for surface
water bodies, which is a fundamental part of the RBMP.

How is Ukraine
aligning its water
management with
the EU standards?
In Ukraine, the European Union (EU)
Water Framework Directive (WFD)
represents a totally new approach to
water resources management, based on
environmental principles. This means
that the focus will not just
be on
quantitative and health indicators, but
the state of the aquatic ecosystem. This
approach has already been successfully
implemented and validated in EU
countries,
many
of
which
have
succeeded in reviving rivers.

How does the RBMP
?
help nature and
biodiversity?
The
heart
of
water
resources
management is an ecological principle,
not just to produce safe drinking water,
but to take care of the aquatic
ecosystem. The result is healthier rivers
that are more resistant to negative
impacts and climate change, and the
preservation
of
biodiversity.
The
biological population of water at every
stage of the trophic chain will do its job
to ensure the effective self-purification
of water bodies. As a result, humans will
live in harmony with the environment.
At a time when politicians are calling
for
sustainable
development,
implementing an RBMP is a concrete,
practical step in that direction.

What positive impact
can RBMPs bring to
Ukrainian people?
The main task of an RBMP is managing
water
resources
to
achieve
good
ecological status. This means that our
rivers and lakes will be safe for human
use. Most people in Ukraine are supplied
with drinking water from surface sources,
while in rural areas they use underground
waters from shallow unprotected aquifers.
One positive result is that we’ll be able to
safely swim and spend our leisure time by
the waterside. All of which will have a
positive impact on human health and the
economy.

How did you
cooperate with
experts from EU
Member States?

Is transboundary
cooperation on
water important for
Ukraine?

This experience was a first for us, since
before we had only theoretical knowledge.
We studied all the necessary documents
and guidelines, but it was very useful for us
to receive guidance from a highly qualified
European expert with extensive practical
experience. Mr Philippe Seguin, a French
expert from the International Office for
Water (OiEAu) worked with our team. We
discussed the methodology with him in
detail, as well as our practical steps and
results. We also received a great deal of
practical advice that helped us successfully
complete our work. The whole process was
convivial and supportive and helped us
achieve our goal .
The experience accumulated within EUWI+
is set to be passed down to younger
generations of Ukrainian specialists to
ensure sustainable capacity-building.

It is particularly important for Ukraine
given that only one of our 9 main basins
is completely within the territory of the
country. All other basins are shared with
neighbouring countries.
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How do you see the
future of RBMPs in
Ukraine?
We have no doubt that RBMPs will
develop successfully in our country. By
2024, such plans will have been drawn up
for all 9 river basins in Ukraine. This
confidence is supported by the documents
adopted through legislation, the active
work of national authorities to implement
the EU WFD, and the presence of highly
trained personnel who already have
practical experience. Members of our
team are already advising RBMP staff on
various issues and taking part in public
presentations.
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