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Doctor of engineering, water resources management and Geographic
Information System (GIS) specialist at Geocom Ltd,
EUWI+ expert for the Sevan River Basin Management Plan in Armenia.

Can you tell us
about your role
working with
EUWI+?

| am Aleksandr Arakelyan. |
have a PhD in Engineering
and | am a water resources
management and GIS
specialist from Armenia. As
a part of the Geocom team, |
led the development of the
draft River Basin
Management Plan (RBMP)
for Sevan river basin district.




How does an River
Basin Management
Plan help nature and
biodiversity?

River Basin Management Plan and nature
conservation are highly interconnected.
The environmental objectives for water
bodies set by RBMPs aim to improve water
ecosystems, which are key habitats for
biodiversity.

What benefits

can an River Basin
Management Plan
bring to Armenia?

On average, Armenia has sufficient water
resources, but the water is not equally
distributed across the territory, year, and
water users. Therefore, efficient
management of water resources is of
strategic significance for the country.




How do you see the
future of River Basin
Management Plans
in Armenia ?

With the support of the European Union,
Armenia is making big steps towards
improving water resources management
planning and bringing Armenian water
legislation and policies closer to EU
standards. It will also be very important
to get similar support from the EU in the
implementation of River Basin
Management Plans. The entire
implementation process of the first
cycle should be well tracked and lessons
learnt considered in future cycles.

How did you
cooperate with
experts from EU
Member States?

Cooperation with experts from EU
Member States improved my
understanding  of  the European
approach to prioritising issues related
to water resources. | now have more
detailed knowledge of the principles of
the EU Water Framework Directive and
other related guidance documents.

MORE EXPERT
STORIES ON THE
EUWI+ WEBSITE
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