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Strategic Environmental Assessments
(SEAs) evaluate draft strategic
documents, such as the draft National
Water Strategy of Belarus, to identify
potential environmental and health
effects and provide the relevant
authorities with valuable information
to take the best decisions. They can
help to determine potential synergies
or conflicts between the strategic
document being assessed and other
policies in the country or potential
mitigation measures.

Can you tell us about your
role working with EUWI+?
For a year from 2019 to 2020, I assisted
national team of experts specialising in a
variety of environmental and social fields to
undertake a pilot Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) of the draft National Water
Strategy of Belarus until 2030. The project is
supported by the European Union Water
Initiative Plus (EUWI+) programme for the
Eastern Partnership countries.

What does Belarus’
Strategic
Environmental
Assessment involve?
An SEA assesses the draft strategic
documents
to
identify
potential
environmental and health effects and
provides the relevant authorities with
valuable information to take the best
decisions. After adopting the SEA legislation
in 2016, Belarus started conducting SEAs for
strategic initiatives at district and regional
levels. Carrying out an SEA for a nationallevel strategic document was considered
important to boost capacity-building within
the country among experts, authorities and
the
public,
and
to
improve
the
understanding of the SEA procedure under
the Protocol on SEA.

What was the most
interesting aspect of
carrying out the SEA?
I was delighted to work with such a highly
experienced, knowledgeable and determined
group of national experts during the SEA
process. Active discussions about how to
establish the boundaries of the SEA and what
to include in the assessment, how to
determine mitigation measures, and potential
synergies or conflicts between the strategy
being
assessed
and
other
policies/plans/programmes in Belarus were
inspiring and stimulating for the whole SEA
team.
Several of the SEA team members already had
experience in SEAs: some of them had
participated in the UNDP’s pilot SEAs in the
early 2010s, while others had conducted
spatial planning or sectoral SEAs in national
legislation after 2016. Sharing practices and
know-how and learning from each member of
the SEA team was another remarkable
experience for everyone.

Has your work been
impacted by the
COVID-19 crisis?

What benefits will the
SEA bring to Belarus?

The
COVID-19
restrictions
made
it
impossible to hold a large consultation
event on the draft SEA report. However, the
local partners – the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment Protection and
the Republican Unitary Enterprise "Central
Scientific-Research
Institute
for
the
Integrated Use of Water Resources" – have
been flexible enough to ensure wide public
dissemination of the draft SEA report and
effective feedback channels.

I believe the experience
gained on
substantial and procedural aspects during the
pilot SEA will be of significant value for
national
stakeholders
involved
and/or
interested in SEAs. Furthermore, given that
there are very few SEA reports available in
Russian world-wide, national experts in other
countries in the region can potentially learn
from this widely accessible Belarus SEA
report. Belarus is moving towards routine
application of SEAs as more experts and
planning authorities build skills in conducting
them and more civil society organisations
take part.
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