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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 Project brief 

The European Union Eastern Partnership (EaP) is a policy initiative launched at the Prague Summit in 

May 2009.  It aims to deepen and strengthen relations between the European Union and its six Eastern 

neighbours: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine. 

In recent years, the countries of the Eastern Partnership have demonstrated a willingness to align their 

water policies and practices with the general principles and specific requirements of the EU Water 

Framework Directive (WFD), as well as other thematic and sectoral water directives and UN Multilateral 

Environmental Agreements (MEAs). Moreover, Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine have made commit-

ments to reform their water policies and implement the EU water acquis as part of Association Agree-

ments signed with the EU in 2014.  

It is in this context that the European Union Water Initiative Plus for the Eastern Partnership (EUWI+) 

for Eastern Partnership Countries was initiated by the Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and En-

largement Negotiations (DG NEAR) of the European Commission.  

The European Union Water Initiative Plus for the Eastern Partnership (EUWI+) was launched in Sep-

tember 2016 to assist the 6 Eastern Partner countries to approximate their legislation to the EU Water 

Framework Directive and its associated directives. Its objective is to improve the sustainable manage-

ment of water resources with a focus on trans-boundary river basin management. 

EUWI+ focuses on five thematic areas: 

1. Legislation, policy development and institutional strengthening 

2. Laboratory and monitoring systems strengthening 

3. River Basin Management Plan development 

4. River Basin Management Plan implementation 

5. Public awareness, communication, and data/information management  

The OECD and UNECE are implementing activities under thematic area 1. Thematic areas 2–5 are 

implemented by an EU Member States Consortium comprised of the Environment Agency Austria 

(UBA) and the International Office for Water (OIEau/IOWater) of France. Experts from other EU Mem-

ber States will also be involved in activities of the project. 

The budget for these thematic areas for all 6 countries amounts to Euro 24.6 million in total, which is 

financed by the European Union (Euro 23.5 million grant) with contributions from the Governments of 

Austria and France. Its planned period of implementation is from September 2016 until August 2020 

(48 months). 

The project has developed a website (http://euwipluseast.eu/en/) to publish and disseminate all data, 

information and services developed and used in the frame of this project. 

 

 

 

 

http://euwipluseast.eu/en/
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1.2 Executive summary of the current report 

The European Union Water Initiative Plus for the Eastern Partnership (EUWI+) was launched in Sep-

tember 2016 to assist the six Eastern Partnership countries in approaching the EU Water Framework 

Directive (WFD) and its associated directives. The project’s objective is to improve beneficiary country 

practices in sustainable water resources management with a focus on trans-boundary river basin man-

agement. 

The present report contains the first needs assessment and identifies priorities for implementing River 

Basin Management Plans (RBMPs) in the country based on European standards. 

This is a working document for national and international partners to pave the way for carrying out 

agreed activities within the EUWI+ project on participative river basin management planning. This report 

was produced as part of project activity 2.3.1. “Assessment of the needs and identification of priorities 

in the implementation of the RBMPs”. Thus, it should not be interpreted as a complete assessment of 

the sector. 

The results and findings reflect observations made primarily in 2017 and completed during the first 

months of 2018. The present assessment report summarises the state of play of river basin manage-

ment broken down into the following components: institutional, planning, data sharing, and participation. 

It was produced based on a literature review, interview results, and internal expertise. Since that time, 

the countries have made important developments and improvements thanks in particular to the support 

of the project. The results do not therefore represent the current status in the countries. 

The document includes an assessment of: the legal and institutional framework for water management 

at country scale; the participative river basin management planning framework including an assessment 

of the RBMP put together with the support of an earlier EPIRB project; the data management organisa-

tion; and stakeholders’ involvement mechanisms at different scales.  

The report concludes with recommendations on how to implement EUWI+ activities in the national con-

text and improve the river basin management planning process in the country. It indicates the capacity 

building needs identified to reach Water Framework Directive requirements in the field of River Basin 

Management Plans. 
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2 INTRODUCTION 

The European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) provides a framework for closer relations between the EU 

and its neighbouring countries. The European Union Water Initiative Plus for Eastern Partnership Coun-

tries project (EUWI+) aims at further supporting the neighbouring countries in improving their water 

quality with special focus on transboundary river basin management in light of the WFD principles.  

The Action EUWI+ is built on the lessons learned from several development initiatives of the European 

Union in the water sector in Azebaijan, such as primarily the EUWI EECCA and EPIRB projects.  

The overall objective of this project addresses existing challenges in both development and implemen-

tation of efficient management of water resources. 

Among those challenges, the development of River Basin Management Plans in accordance with the 

Water Framework Directive (2000/EC/60) principles is a major one, as it provides a key tool for inte-

grated water management.  

A new partnership agreement between EU and Azerbaijan is expected to enter into force in 2018. It 

considers upgrading of legal and institutional framework of water management according to EU legisla-

tion and IWRM principles. Therefore it is expected by beneficiary organizations that EUWI+East project 

will play an important role towards supporting of implementation of water sector related reforms in Azer-

baijan, where the establish of River Basin Management Plans in the different River Basin District of the 

country could structure the water resources management strategy and derived institutional and legisla-

tive context.  

In order to prepare the ground for the current strengthening of the water policy, information has been 

gathered in the initial phase of the project through literature review and meetings between the respon-

sible technical and management staff in the Azeri administration and the UBA/IOWater teams.  

One should note that specific analyses, including needs assessment for water related monitoring and 

laboratories in Azerbaijan have been first produced in the frame of the project and are complementary 

to the information included in the present report. These 2 first reports are the following: 

 Draft report on the results of the assessment of monitoring systems in Azerbaijan, December 

2017 

 Draft report on the results of the assessment of laboratory capacities in Azerbaijan, December 

2017 

Information has been gathered and developed through meetings between the responsible technical and 

management staff in the Azeri administration and the UBA/IOWater teams.  

The assessments are subject to continuous revision as the teams working on water in the Azeri admin-

istration and in the Member State consortium sustainably develop the activities foreseen under the 

EUWI+ project. 
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3 OBJECTIVES OF THE ASSESSMENT 

3.1 Objective 

In order to establish project priorities and targets, an assessment of the current state of river basin 

management planning was carried out to identify potential gaps and areas of support through the project.  

The present assessment report summarizes the findings described in the mission reports, which are an 

essential part of the assessment activities.  

Moreover, the assessment report identifies gaps and proposes actions towards a sustainable implemen-

tation of the WFD within the EUWI+ project. 

 

3.2 Assessment Methodology 

During the inception phase and the assessments at the beginning of the implementation phase of the 

EUWI+ project, meetings with representatives of the responsible administration and with representatives 

of relevant international projects were held. Azeri institutions involved in the present project include in 

particular different departments of MENR in charge of the coordination. In order to collect the required 

information, meetings were held with both management and technical staff of the administration. 

The following aspects were discussed: 

 The current institutional and legislative framework 

 The existing (draft) River Basin Management Plan prepare under EPIRB project: 

o The identified, delineated and characterised waterbodies; 

o The pressure analysis methodology; 

o The risk and status assessment methodology and the results; 

o The programme of measures development 

o The participation of stakeholders and consultation strategies. 

 
For this activity, the MS experts team has proceeded to the:  

- In-depth review and assessment of the methodologies implemented and of the EPIRB draft 
central Kura RBMP and its shortcomings, the governance, and identification of the compliance 
gaps regarding the requirements of the WFD (check list).  

- Consultation and review to approach current technical governance, staff capacities and needs.  

- Assessment of the training needs and preparation of training activities. The implementation of 
the training activities, focusing on on-the-job training, will be operated in the project activities.  

 

The assessment identifies capacity building needs in order to provide the most relevant methodological 

support, including capacity building on WFD implementation and RBMP preparation, and on-the-job 

training of the authorities in charge of this work. 
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3.3 Chronology 

The assessments mentioned above were carried out during the following missions: 

 Kick off mission with its kick off meeting on 28 November 2016  

 1st RBMP mission 19-23 June.2017 

 Meeting with AZ stakeholders and municipalities in Sheki, Gakh, Zakatala on 20 July 2017 

 RBMP workshop and Project management mission 30 November to 1 December 2017 

 RBMP and Communication mission 29 January 2018 to 02 February 2018 
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4 LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK 

4.2 The legal framework related to water resources 

Water policy in Azerbaijan is mainly implemented through water legislation, particularly, through the 

Water Code (1999). The Water Code is the basis for water management in Azerbaijan and sets out the 

following main principles for use and protection: 

 development of economy and environmental protection;   

 provision of the population with qualitative water; 

 combination of administrative - territorial and basin principles; 

 differentiation of the functions on management in the use and protection of water objects, as 

well as functions of their economic utilization. 

However, the Water Code does not directly address the IWRM principles despite the provision that water 

resource management should apply a combined approach between hydrological and administrative-

territorial principles as well as on the water and economic balances, the integrated water resource use 

and protection plan, the water cadastre, and water use records. There is a need to update Water Code 

according to international principles applying principles of IWRM and RBM Planning and adopt second-

ary legislation on ways of application of those principles. 

Several laws and a number of bylaws were adopted on the basis of the Code including the Law on Water 

Supply and Wastewater, Law on Amelioration and Irrigation, Law on Hydro meteorological Activities, 

Law on Entrails, Law on Municipal Water Economies, Law on Safety of Hydro technical Facilities etc. 

These laws also need to be updated according to EU Directives. In addition, the Government of the 

Republic approved a number of decisions, defining rules of state monitoring, exploitation, and protection 

of water objects. 

The country’s Water Policy is also implemented through National Plans, State Programs and Action 

Plans.  

Since 1996, Government of Azerbaijan is implementing the National Environmental Action Plan, devel-

oped with the support of World Bank. The Plan, which is periodically revised to reflect the changes in 

current situation and priorities, highlights the importance of water resources management and protec-

tion.  

The Republic of Azerbaijan has received financing from the WB, ADB, Islamic Development Bank and 

other donors toward the cost of the Support to the National Water Supply & Sanitation Program in re-

gions. The programme involves in each of the regions the implementation of new water and wastewater 

treatment plants and the construction of water distribution networks and sewerage collection systems 

until the horizon 2030. 

Currently, the Strategy of the Republic of Azerbaijan for regarding integrated water resources manage-

ment is under development. The National Water Strategy (NWS) will be aimed at the development of 

water resources management and water protection as well as water supply and sanitation in Azerbaijan 

to better meet both international and EU level standards and objectives.  

By support of EU EPIRB some attempts are done to support beneficiary organizations to harmonize 

national legislation according to principles of WFD, UWWTD and Floods Directive, but only few pro-

posals has been integrated to the legislation. 
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4.3 Institutional framework and stakeholders identification  

Relevant bodies of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources (MENR), Ministry of Emergency 

Situations (MES), Ministry of Health (MH), Ministry of Energy (ME), Ministry of Agriculture (MA) 

and also Azersu Joint Stock Company, Azerbaijan Amelioration and Water Farm Open Joint Stock 

Company (AAWF JSC) and Water Users Associations (WUA) participate in water resources man-

agement (irrigation) in the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

 

The Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources (MENR) executes  the  state  water  policy,  aimed  

at  the  conservation  and  sustainable  use  of  water resources – surface  water  and  groundwater,  

and  the  prevention  of  their  pollution.  The MENR includes several water-related departments and 

services (see Annex 1). The Environment Protection Department insure the mission of thematic lead for 

RBM Planning. 

 

The institutional distribution of responsibilities is summarized in the figure below. 

 

Figure 1 – Institutional framework on water management in Azerbaijan1  

 

The territorial offices of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources (MENR) are presented on 

Figure 2. The mission of coordinating locally the preparation of RBMP has not yet been allocated. Nev-

ertheless, the Regional offices of the MENR of Zagatala and Gazakh are natural candidate for Alazani 

and Kura River Basin sub-Districts upstream Mingachevir reservoir.   

 

                                                      

1 UNDP/GEF project Reducing Transboundary Degradation in the Kura Ara(k)s River Basin 
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Figure 2 - Territorial bodies of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources 
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5 PARTICIPATIVE RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT 
PLANNING FRAMEWORK 

5.1 Planning framework 

In accordance with article 16 of the Water Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan basin approach can be 

applied in the process of water management of the country. In the perspective of a new partnership 

agreement between EU and Azerbaijan, the definition for the whole country of River Basin Districts for 

the preparation of RBMP in coherence with the existing institutional division appear to be on top of 

priorities to structure the water resources strategy. As background information is presented below the 

map of Azeri regions as it can be used in order to define River Basin sub-Districts as close to the ad-

ministrative regions. In this way the construction and above all the consultation on the RBMP can be 

facilitated.    

 

Figure 4 - Map of region 

 Delineation of River Basins Districts 

Azerbaijan is entirely drained by the Caspian Sea with 2 distinctive hydrographic entities: One is the 

Kura-Araz system and the other one composed of various coastal rivers including the Samur river which 

constitutes partly the boarder with Russia.   

 

USAID project previously produced GIS layer of possible sub-districts. Even is this layer would need to 

be refined, it constitutes a valuable material to work out the decision making process on the definition of 

the district(s) and sub-districts for the preparation of RBM Plans which has been identified as a key point 

to structure the water resources strategy. 

 

This definition of RBD could take the form of a government Decision. Previous proposals were formu-

lated in 2015 and could be refined during the course of the project.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Azerbaijan_economic_regions.png
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5.2 National guideline, methodology 

To date, there is no official national guidelines document for RBMP preparation in line with WFD princi-

ples in Azerbaijan.  

Nevertheless an important number of guidelines is available internationally, such as CIS Guidance doc-

uments and technical reports that have been produced to assist stakeholders to implement the WFD. In 

order to address the challenges in a co-operative and coordinated way, the Member States, Norway 

and the Commission agreed on a Common Implementation Strategy (CIS) for the Water Framework 

Directive only five months after the entry into force of the Directive in 2000. The results of this work, for 

instance guidance documents on technical aspects elaborated in the context of the CIS, key events and 

additional resource documents related to different aspects of the implementation are also available on 

a shared library and document repository2.  

Guidance Documents are intended to provide an overall methodological approach, but will still need to 

be tailored for Azerbaijan while developing the RBMPs. However, they are of particular interest in the 

planning development and its technical issues. 

To date, 36 Guidance documents and 16 Technical documents have been produced and accessible at 

the following web address: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/facts_figures/guidance_docs_en.htm 

 

One shall also mention the 6 Guidance documents developed during the EPIRB project, that are avail-

able:  

 Guidelines for implementation of WFD in coastal and transitional waters 

 Guidance Document addressing Chemical Status of Surface Water Bodies for a Pressure-Im-

pact Analysis/Risk Assessment according to the EU WFD 

 Guidelines for Monitoring the Chemical Status of Surface Water Bodies  

 Draft Guidance Document on the Development of Programme of Measures and the Achieve-

ment of Environmental Objectives According to the EU WFD 

 Guidance Document addressing hydromorphology and physico-chemistry for a Pressure-Im-

pact Analysis/Risk Assessment according to the EU WFD 

 Draft auxiliary Guidance Document on prioritizing selected Programme of Measures (PoMs) and 

simplified Cost Effectiveness Analysis (CEA) 

They are accessible at the following web address: 

 http://blacksea-riverbasins.net/en/downloads-library-search?f[0]=field_downloads_type%3A61 

 

5.3 Human resources for RBMP development: 

Competent authorities 

After some debate in the past, the MENR is clearly responsible for the coordination in regard to the 

sustainable use of water resources. Logically the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) with 

                                                      

2 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/iep/index_en.htm 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/facts_figures/guidance_docs_en.htm
https://circabc.europa.eu/w/browse/5a98063c-988c-443e-b54f-ded2bdaff267
https://circabc.europa.eu/w/browse/388ad5a7-adf0-443c-8c40-6ab965a97a97
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/facts_figures/guidance_docs_en.htm
http://blacksea-riverbasins.net/en/downloads-library-search?f%5b0%5d=field_downloads_type%3A61
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/iep/index_en.htm
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its mission to coordinates activities on implementation of environmental legal acts and enforcing com-

pliance of planned activities on water resources is the competent department in charge of RBM Planning 

which concretely serve this purpose. This coordinating role of RBMP development and implementation 

has been so far mostly project driven and not yet institutionalised. As such, in MENRP, only few persons 

are involved in the aspects or River Basin Management Planning and both an institutional and legislative 

reform is needed so that water policy and governance can be concretely benefit of this new approach 

combining the follow up of the water status and pressures together with the definition of adapted 

measures to restore it including in quantity as quality.    

Whereas MENR is in charge of stewardship of water bodies’ in regard to their sustainable use and 

protection, other ministries are responsible for specific uses of water, and in some aspects related to 

protection of the end-user (farmers, users of water supply/sanitation systems). However, it should be 

noted that rules and protocols necessary for consultations with other ministries should be set up for 

decisions that may influence their field of competence. Crucially, all of the ministries with competencies 

related to water should be involved in the development of the River Basin Management Plans. 

 

5.4 Existing RBMP overview 

Central Kura pilot sub-basins was developed during EPIRB project. The Central Kura RBMP was aimed 

at introduction of WFD methodology to increase knowledge of relevant national and regional organiza-

tions on water resources management and protection and increasing of their capacities to develop 

RBMPs according to requirements of the Directive.  

During the development of River Basin Management Plan for the Central Kura BD the below tasks have 

been implemented:   

•   Classification of water bodies based on available biological and chemical data;  

•   Identification of pressures and impacts and water bodies at risk. Identification of significant pressures 

and the related possible risks of each water body to fail the WFD environmental objectives, aligned to 

the EC IMPRESS WFD guidance document (Article 5, Annex II);   

•   Setting of environmental objectives (WFD Article 4);  

•   Design of surveillance and operational monitoring programme and network  (Article 8, Annex V)  

included as an Annex to the RBMP;  

•   Identification of  gaps in data availability and design of investigative monitoring programmes and 

network;   

•   Assessment of water status (surface water and groundwater) using available biological, chemical and 

quantitative data;  

•   Revision of water body status based on outcomes of investigatory monitoring (JFS);  

•   Initial economic analysis consistent with the WFD guidelines (WFD Article 5, Annex III);  

•   Development of national and basin-wide confined Programme  of Measures (WFD Article 11, Annex  

VI); and  

•   Preparation of a River Basin Management Plan in accordance with the WFD and national regulations 

(WFD Article 13, Annex VII)  

Central Kura  Basin District RBMP was aimed  at achieving the environmental objectives for waters.  

Its Programme of measures implementation is delayed because of lack of funding and human resources, 
as well as legal constrains (the new Water Law not adopted yet). 
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For the purpose of the RBMP development, the pilot basin was subdivided into 4 main river basins 

(Ganjachay, Shamkirchay, Tovuzchay and Agstafachay) as it is shown in Figure below 
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6 DATA MANAGEMENT  

6.1 About the legislation on data management 

The analysis of the legislative text showed that: 

- The Water cadastre is mentioned in water code:  According to the Water Code (1999), the State Water 

Cadastre “ shall be a collection of data about water bodies, water reserves, use of water bodies and 

users of water bodies”.  

Nevertheless, this state water cadastre is not yet existing concretely and can be seen with the European 

wording as the National Water Information System 

 

6.2 About the role of the governmental bodies involved in 
data management 

The role of the main governmental bodies involved in environmental information collection, manage-

ment, assessment and dissemination are represented in the following table: 

Ministries directly or indirectly in-

volved in water resources manage-

ment 

MENR - Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources  

MH - Ministry of Health 

MA - Ministry of Agriculture 

MIE  - Ministry of Industry and Energy 

MED - Ministry of Economic Development 

MES - Ministry of Emergency Situations  

Ministry in charge of national water re-

source management 

MENR 

Ministry in charge of coordinating 

RBMP preparation 

MENR 

Executive institution in charge of the 

national data management organiza-

tion 

MENR 

Institution coordinating a common 

language for data management 

To be identified 

Institution in charge of the thematic 

nodes related to water data manage-

ment 

       Name                           Theme 

MENR – NDH                     surface waters/ hydrometeorology 

MH – RHEC                        drinking water quality/ bathing water quality 

MED – DEEAS                   hydropower water use 

MA  - UASCG                      melioration/ technical water 

MA – NFA                           bottled mineral waters 

 - DID                                   drinking water supply/ waste water 
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Name of organisation Data Management function 

Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources (MENR) 

(http://www.eco.gov.az) 
Responsible for the maintenance of the SWC 

Ministry of Emergency Situations (MES) 
Participates in preparation of surface and underground waters 

sections  of SWC 

Azerbaijani open joint stock company of amelioration and 

the water economy 

Department on Certification and Cadastre of Water Re-

sources and Land-Reclamation Facilities that systemize and 

register water resources (Section of use of waters) 

The State Committee of Statistics 

(http://www.azstat.org) 
Collects environmental information 

The Centre of Epidemiology and Hygiene under the Minis-

try of Health (http://www.mednet.az) 

Manages the database with the monitoring results of quality 

of bathing water and water used for drinking water supply.  

The Centre does not publish monitoring data.  

National Hydrometeorological Department (NHD) under 

MENR 

Provides the forecast, warning, hydro meteorological, agro-

meteorological and other information. 

Preparing of State Water Cadastre. 

The   National   Geological   Exploration   Service   (NGES) 

(http://eco.gov.az/en/92-geology) under MENR 

Maintains  a  groundwater  cadastre  with  groundwater  quality  

information  from  over  2,500 boreholes in the country. 

Joint-stock company “AzerSu” 
The information about condition of  water supply systems and 

sewerage 

The State Information - Archive Foundation on Environ-

mental Protection and Natural Resources (SIAF) under 

MENR 

The hydro-meteorological and geological databases, together 

with the  environmental  monitoring  bulletins  and  monthly  

and  annual  reports  of  the  main  departments  and regional 

environmental committees of the MENR provide the basis for 

the database. 

Local enforcement authorities 

Own data about carried out policies on a water-intake and wa-

ter supply, about a condition of supply of the population with 

the qualitative potable water, and about their clearing, about 

developed norms of water use. 

 

6.3 About the existing data sources 

A first mission on data management and then the workshop organised the 28/29 September 2017 con-

firmed that various data sources are managed by various organisations in various formats (.mdb, xls 

and .doc). 

The scheme here below presents the main data sources related to water resource management: 

http://www.eco.gov.az/
http://www.azstat.org/
http://www.mednet.az/
http://eco.gov.az/en/92-geology


Assessment of the needs and identification of priorities in implementation of RBMPs  Azerbaijan 

 

ENI/2016/372-403   21 

 

 

 

 

 

6.4 About the data exchanges 

The workshop on data management organised the 28/29 September 2017 allowed to analyse the exist-

ing data flows between institutions. 

This analysis showed that there could be an interest to develop web services to facilitate the access to 

data and to referential data sets.  
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7 STAKEHOLDER INVOLVEMENT 
MECHANISMS 

7.1 Existing stakeholder involvement mechanisms 

7.1.1 Basin level 

Previous projects in the water field have organized pilot activities of stakeholder’s information and in-

volvement. A river basin council has been prefigured in particular in the EPIRB project but it remains 

mainly project driven. Its responsibility was limited to advising the state/basin bodies in charge of making 

decisions with regard to river basin plans, programmes of measures and other issues of relevance to 

water resources management. Hence, its decisions would have the form of recommendations.  

 

In order to insure the sustainability of this mechanism, a prerequisite is the identification by the MENR 

of clear responsibility of the institutions in charge of developing the RBMP and insuring its understanding 

in priority by the main interested parties.  

 

In the case of the new pilot basin of Kura upstream the Mingachevir dam, the Central Kura river basin 

experience will be used as a starting point including the existing communication strategy for RBM 

Planning that need to be reviewed and adapted.   

 

The role of secretariat of the basin council could be played by a water sector within the Gazakh and 

Zakatala regional divisions of the MENR. 

 

7.1.2 National level 

Upon the request of the MENR Minister, a proposal was made in 2001 to establish a State Water Com-

mission at the inter-ministerial level to bring together all the stakeholders, i.e., the MENR, the Amelio-

ration JSC, the Azersu JSC, the Azerenergy JSC, the Ministry of Health, non-governmental organiza-

tions, scientific organizations, etc., and coordinate water resources management. A draft charter was 

prepared for the commission within the framework of a USAID technical assistance programme and was 

commented upon at the start of implementation of the Water Governance project.  

 

It was planned to be an authorized state collegial agency established in order to coordinate the state 

water policy, implement water sector-related international law and principles and, in particular, the prin-

ciple of Integrated Water Resources Management and the basin approach to water resource manage-

ment. 

 

Non-governmental Organizations (NGO) (International Hydrological Program under UNESCO, 

EcoREC, RUZIGAR, SANIA) in Azerbaijan are carrying out the projects on providing information to the 

public about the problems in the water sector; explain to the law-makers the legal aspects of water 

resources protection issues through publishing bulletins, booklets, press articles and trainings. 

 

Progress was made in improving water legislation in Azerbaijan through the creation of an interagency 

working group lead by Deputy Minister of Ecology to build on current and develop new regulations, 
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work on the cooperation with the EUWI+ project and lays the legal basis for application of EU Directives 

and IWRM principles. 

 

 

7.1.3 International level 

Azerbaijan ratified both the UNECE Water Convention and the Protocol on Water and Health. Azer-

baijan has not signed the Protocol on Civil Liability. 

 

International cooperation between Azerbaijan and Georgia on the use of transboundary rivers, in par-

ticular the Kura-Aras, is regulated on the basis of bilateral sectoral agreements. The negotiation pro-

cess on a bilateral water agreement between Georgia and Azerbaijan started in 2004 with the help of 

ENVSEC and subsequently with the UNECE support. The draft agreement provides a framework for 

cooperation between the two countries on water pollution prevention and control, conservation of bio-

diversity, emergency situations, data and information sharing and public participation. This agreement 

is under development and is supported by UNECE (EUWI + East) and Kura II project. Last round of 

Azerbaijan-Georgia bilateral negotiations on the Kura-Aras agreement took place on 5th October in 

Tbilisi with UNECE support. 

Azerbaijan and Iran have established the international Iran-Azerbaijan Commission that is operational 

on a permanent basis to coordinate the joint use of water and energy resources of the Aras/Araks River.  

 

Since long-standing time, Azerbaijan and the Republic of Dagestan (Russia) jointly use water resources 

of the Samur River based on the Protocol of the Ministry of Water Resources of the USSR dated 7 

October 1967. Currently, the agreement on joint water resource use of the Samur River according to 

the provisions of the UNECE Water Conventions is under preparation. 

 

7.2 Approval and consultation process 

It is of major importance that the consultation process and approval mechanism of RBMP would be 

defined in the water strategy and later the water law. Proposal will be made for the pilot experience (see 

in particular the consultation process described ion part 7) that can help decision making on possible 

generalisation. 
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8 RECOMMENDATIONS 

8.1 Challenges 

8.1.1 Resources and strategy to put in place a water sector reform 
for IWRM 

The WFD and associated water Directives encompass a large proportion of the EU water acquis. The 

RBM Planning process provides an attractive and structured methodology based to foster their imple-

mentation in a regional way in line with IWRM principles. Azerbaijan started negotiations on a new 

agreement with the EU. It will upgrade political relations between the EU and Azerbaijan, and a conver-

gence with the key elements of EU Water Directives is expected to be a vector to reach the EU stand-

ards. It’s a challenge for the country as water management and governance is under-funded and many 

of the key technical institutions depend on know-how transfer and support from the donor community.  

The implementation of the WFD is very demanding in terms of financial and technical resources and a 

challenge for Azerbaijan which has many competing priorities as it strives to reform the economy as a 

whole. Azerbaijan has made significant investments in the water sector in agriculture and water supply. 

However, the regulatory framework has received less attention when it is a key to find the way of sus-

tainable development and optimise investments. The country is keen to approximate to the WFD ideally 

with a new water law. In this context the adoption of a first RBMP in the frame of the project and a clear 

water resource management strategy with as backbone the regular preparation and implementation of 

6-years RBMP in the different districts can be use as spring board for the reform.  

Another challenge for the MENR is to federate the action of its different departments and up to the 

different ministries in charge of specific sectoral or thematic aspects required for a sound water man-

agement. It is important to recognise that this coordination work is in itself a key emerging activity of the 

MENR, which is not yet covered by a dedicated team. One key question is where the team(s) in charge 

of the preparation of RBMP and the monitoring of its implementation will be localised. Whether it will be 

decentralised or deconcentrated from Baku to regions and what would be the division of tasks between 

the central/regional levels. The coordination of the preparation of RBM Plans requires a multidisciplinary 

team so the concentration in one place of high profile could be seen as a favourable factor. On the 

contrary, it is best to be in the region to share and refine the document with the local stakeholders. 

Based on the river basin approach used in the EU Water Framework Directive, the most practical basis 

for decentralisation would be the creation of river basin management units (RBMUs), which could be 

foreseen in the new law. Possible compromise could be: 

- two RBMUs with one for the Kura-Araz river basins district and one for the coastal river basins flowing 

in the Caspian sea. 

- one central team with high technical competence for the coordination of the preparation and imple-

mentation of RBMP and representative in the capital city of the districts to take in charge the stakeholder 

involvement. 

The project can ideally support the new organisational systems, when developing the new River Basin 

Management Plans and assistance in the implementation of the existing one, through on-the-job capac-

ity building activities, once final decisions are made on the institutional set up. Nevertheless, as it will 

takes time, it is highly advised in an initial stage to form a working group to follow the RBMP develop-

ment, composed of the main institution contributing to the preparation of the pilot RBMP on Kura up-

stream Mingachevir dam sub-district.   
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8.1.2 In relation with water data management 

At this stage there is a need to reinforce the data management governance framework for the water 

sector. The efficient management of water related data requires in particular:  

- A political willingness to organize water data sharing between institutions:  The water code 

should be reinforced with as example a bylaw regulation about administration and use of wa-

ter and environmental data and information with a clear sharing of responsibilities and tasks 

between the various organizations involved in water data production / management and val-

orisation 

- Setting up an on line server and developing web services to facilitate data dissemination and 

data sharing  

- Insuring the availability of staff for:  

o The technical management of the information system  

o The organization of data exchange between institutions. 

o And with nomination of a person in charge to coordinate data access  in the unit in 

charge of RBMP preparation   

8.2 Priorities 

8.2.1 Priorities related to RBMP development   

The priority for the country is to develop a vision for its water management policy organisation, and 
the National strategy is thus seen as an important first step. The technical capacity needs further 
strengthening, though on-the-job training in synergy with the work of the consultant on pilot RBMP 
preparation and other capacity building opportunity offered by international projects. 

 

Priority Current status Activities to be implemented 

Training program to strengthen RBMP 

capacity building 

Lack of humance resources for 

RBMPs development. 

Training program established and im-

plemented 

EPIRB pilot RBMP refined and imple-

mentation of selected measures 

EPIRB project drafted Kura's right 

bank tributaries. Some measures are 

already being implemented on the 

EPIRB pilot basin but far from IWRM 

process. 

Based on the assessment report find-

ings and the development of new pilot 

RBMP on all Upper Kura, refined EPIRB 

pilot RBMP in line with the WFD. 

At least 3 measures have been imple-

mented on EPIRB Central Kura basin. 

New pilot RBMP EPIRB pilot RBMP concerned three 

Kura's left bank tributaries. 

Full scale Upstream Kura RBMP devel-

oped. 

National guidelines established EPIRB project has already prepared 

guidelines. 

Updated and improved national guide-

lines 

Transboundary working groups created 

for Kura transboundary process 

Development of the Kura agreement 

with Georgia opens opportunities 

for transboundary cooperation to 

harmonise RBMP process in the Kura 

basin 

Governance implemented (working 

group, thematic groups), at least two 

annual meetings 
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Procedure and tool for evaluating PoM's 

implementation progress 

PoM's implementation is delayed 

because of lack of funding and meth-

odological support 

Dahsboard or other tool; procedure 

guidelines; PoM draft implementation 

report 

River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) 

for Kura upstream Mingachevir reser-

voir  in line  with WFD principles  

Review and assessment of available 

data and plan 

RBMP or Kura upstream Mingachevir  

reservoir developed 

Support to harmonise RBMP on Kura 

with Georgia with a particular focus at 

the border and on transboundary issues 

 Successful harmonisation RBMP on 

Kura with Georgia  

 
 

8.2.2     Priorities related to data management 

Initial official request Country Priority n°16 “Support to create ground and surface water da-

tabases and to provide exchange of information” 

Country Priority n°24 “… development of hydrological data basis, create 

early warning systems on extreme hydrological events  and conducting 

of information exchange” 

Complementary re-

quest of partners 

- Department of water quality 

- - Access to data  

- - Visualize and access to data 

- MENR 

- - Server for data integration 

- - Better access to data 

- - Visualization  

- SEIS 

 

 

8.3 What to be improved through EUWI+EAST 
(governance, training needs, etc) 

8.3.1 Implementation of measures from EPIRB pilot RBMP 

The first step will be to select the priority pilot measures from the PoM that will be implemented. The 

selected measures should be in line with national priorities, and the process will include a participative 

approach, in the spirit of the WFD and in coordination with communication activities (result 3). 

 

The selected measures from the “Programme of Measures to the Central Kura pilot area 9- priority 

supplementary measures”, rather “soft” measures, could be for example: 

 Administrative measure: creation of BMO and RBC 

 Demand management measure  

 Restoration of the continuity of the water flow 
 

At national level, the EU MS experts’ team could work out a governance vision with the delineation of the country 

into RBDs, articulation between RBMP with Flood Risk Management Plan, allocation strategy, and drought 

risk management, environmental flows  
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The link with sectoral plans will be an important way to demonstrate the necessary coordination and 

integration for water resources management. 

 

The MS experts' team will then support the competent authorities and project owners to implement the 

selected measures, through its experience in project management, preparation of studies and terms of 

references, implementation plans, mobilisation of funds, etc. 

 

The project will make every effort to leverage funding for Central Kura RBMP, engaging with other water 

sector bilateral and bi-lateral projects 

 

This activity will be implemented in link with the following identified country priorities: 

- Country priority n°10: Support in water resources management on the basis of IWRM principles 

to develop and implement RBMP and also in the sphere of development of economic and finan-

cial mechanism for their implementation. 

- Country priority n°22: Support to apply precipitation-water model to one of pilot river basin to as-

sess current water resources and future changes. 

- Country priority n°26: Support to conduct study on construction of water reservoirs on small riv-

ers for IWRM and environmental flow purposes. 

 

Based on the initial project phase, a measure could be the support to develop a demonstration of water 

sharing study in the Ganjachay sub-basin. As a matter of fact it suffers from water scarcity and over use, 

as monitored in the previous EPIRB project.and will be subject to an environmental flow calculation 

under the Kura II project. The objective of the study would be to identify the main water uses and their 

repartition in time, and experiencing the way to discuss and negotiate with the user the way toward a 

balanced and sustainable water use. 

 

8.3.2 To upgrade the pilots RBMP to a full scale RBMP for the entire 
Kura upstream Mingachevir dam River Basin  District  

The maximum support will be given first to the development of River Basin Management Plan for en-
tire Upstream Kura River Basin District.  
 
This planning process encompasses a number of activities of the Component 2 and 3 and coordina-
tion of those activities will be crucial. It is proposed to link closely the technical steps of RBMP prepa-
ration and the stakeholders involvement processes in order to share the results as presented in the 
following scheme.  
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The technical elements of RBMP elaboration cover: 

 Surface Water and Ground Water body delineation (with methodological support from UBA),  

 Surface Water Bodies typology characterisation (UBA),  

 Pressures and impact assessment (with methodological support from OIEau),  

 Monitoring network design (UBA),  

 Status assessment (chemistry, biology and quantity) (UBA) 

 Risk analysis for the WB not to reach the good status in 1 to 3 planning cycles (OIEau)  

 economical aspects linked to the characterisation report (OIEau), 

 objectives settings (OIEau), 

 definition of programme of measures including economic analysis (OIEau) 

 

Particular attention will also be paid to public and stakeholders involvement during the RBMP elabora-

tion.  

This activity will be implemented in link with the following identified country priorities: 

- Country priority n°10: Support in water resources management on the basis of IWRM principles 

to develop and implement RBMP and also in the sphere of development of economic and finan-

cial mechanism for their implementation. 

 
 

8.3.3 To develop the capacities for the competent authorities in 
order for the country to be able to implement the RBMP 
process in an autonomous way. 

 
In the light of the outcomes of the activity 2.3.1, the revision of the technical elements of the EPIRB 
pilot RBMP will be supported in the form of on-the-job trainings.  
 

As regards capacity buildings and training workshops, in a first approximation, 4/5 trainings will be or-

ganized in the basin during the development of RBMPs (Upper Kura) to cover the following topics:  
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 Overall planning process and characterization, 

 Pressures analysis and protected areas designation, 

 Economic analysis, 

 Risk analysis, 

 Definition of main water issues  

 Programme of measures 

 Stakeholders involvement 

 

These technical trainings will concern limited audience (around 10 persons). In the Azeri context, this 

could be the chance to build up a kind of informal technical group in charge of following the develop-

ment of RBMPs. The trainings will include international experts’ inputs and local consultants in charge 

of the RBMP drafting and representatives from the Ministry and beneficiaries. 

 

This activity will be implemented in link with the following identified country priorities: 

- Country priority n°10: Support in water resources management on the basis of IWRM principles 

to develop and implement RBMP and also in the sphere of development of economic and finan-

cial mechanism for their implementation. 

 

 

8.3.4 To elaborate national guidelines associated with the RBMP 
process 

The EU MS experts' team will develop national guidance documents in line with the WFD and associated 

Directives. If necessary and in addition to EPIRB guidelines produced, the guidance documents will 

include specific examples gained from pilot basins experiences and will be adapted to country specific-

ities.  

 

The guidelines will contain a portfolio of priority action cards to guide the different steps of planning 

process and implementation. 

 

To support the elaboration of RBMP outline model for a future regulatory text. 

 

In the light of the outcomes of the activity 2.3.1 and on the lessons-learnt on RBMP development in the 

past, it is planned to provide as an extra input a support at national level for the definition of an outline 

of RBMP model to be included in a future regulatory text. This outline will include a proposed table of 

contents to be included in all RBMP development in the future. It will also provide definitions and main 

concepts related to RBMP. This will be based on the WFD principles but also taking stocks of national 

priorities and water policy focus, such as water allocation and flood risk management.   

 

This activity will be implemented in link with the following identified country priorities: 

- Country priority n°10: Support in water resources management on the basis of IWRM principles 

to develop and implement RBMP and also in the sphere of development of economic and finan-

cial mechanism for their implementation. 

 

8.3.5 Transboundary aspects 

From experience the international main issues are usually the most important close to the boarder and 

getting less influential as we get further. In that sense, the coordination of the pilot basins on Alazani 
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and Iori on both side of the boarder in Georgia and Azerbaijan should constitute a great practical step 

to increase mutual understanding between the 2 countries in problem solving.  

To support the competent authority and line agencies to tackle coordination for transboundary river basin 

management, the MS expert team will: 

 Assess the RBMP development on both sides of the border; 

 Strengthen the cross-boundary working group and conduct transboundary meetings to harmo-

nise the countries visions about the main issues and the planning process; 

 Support thematic working groups to take into account the transboundary aspects for the dif-

ferent steps of the planning process with a particular focus on water bodies delineation and 

monitoring, environmental objectives;  

Transboundary process needs the setting-up of governance to organise regular coordination meetings 

and consultation meetings for the main steps of the RBMP development. 

Indeed, the EUWI+East activities under Activity 2.3.2 on RBMP development concern the same basin 
(Alazani/Iori) on the territory of GE and AZ. This will be an occasion to ensure mutual understanding 
and exchanges based on common approaches for RBMP planning.  

In that sense, the project will support harmonisation of RBMP with Georgia and prepare ground for 

development of a transboundary assessment of the Kura River, towards the Georgian-Azerbaijani bor-

der in the spirit of the agreement. 

Furthermore, the Kura-Aras Azerbaijan-Georgia bilateral negotiations will be further supported by 

UNECE in the framework of the EUWI+East project. 

 

This activity will be implemented in link with the following identified country priorities: 

- Country priority n°11: Support signing and implementation of bilateral agreement between Geor-

gia and Azerbaijan on water resources, including creation and functioning of joint bodies and 

development and implementation of transboundary RBMPs on the basis of principles of Water 

Convention and EU WFD. It would be important to develop transboundary RBMP and water allo-

cation plan for Kura river basin upstream of Mingachevir reservoir by support of EUWI+ project. 

 

8.3.6 Proposal of action related with data management 

 Main objectives 

The main objectives are to support the development of automatized procedures to feed the national 

water information system, including the valorisation of data on line in order to facilitate: 

- The production of information for RBMP following needs 

- The access to data for SEIS indicator production 

- A better access to data and information to partners and to the public (following rights given by 

the initial data producers) 

 Methodology / Steps of implementation 

The scheme here below summarizes the global approach for the MENR to play its coordination role in 

respect of the different data producers own development. 
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MENR/Qlt dtp
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Hydrogeol
expedition
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MENR/
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State agency of 
geodesy and 
cartography

State water 
cadastre

?

 

The implementation of this approach includes activities related to: 

- Organizational aspects 
o Workshop on data management (exchange on existing situation, data flow analy-

sis, presentation metadata production process, need analysis)- Done in 2017 
o Support by law preparation on National Water Information system, to be used among 

others as a source for RBMP; 
o Support to the development of agreements on data exchanges with partners  
o Support to organization of metadata production with/by the data producers and 

the MENR 
o Development of a memorandum of understanding between the MENR/EUWI+ 

project/twinning project for having available an on line server, to be hosted at 
MENR with distant administration access by IOWater in a first phase. This would 
require to have: 

 an on line server made available with administrative access for IOWater 
 2 IT technical administrators of the server at MENR  level 

 Note: Two IT Technical staff managing the server room were 
identified at MENR 

 one (or 2) coordinator of data administration to be trained within a unit in 
charge of RBMP development 

 See somebody from water quality computation 
 From Amelioration and water production lab? 

o Agreement about what can be published 

 

- Technical aspects 
o Acquisition and configuration of a server to be hosted at Ministry level 

 Note:  

 the MENR manages a server room and declare to be ready to 
host an additional server 

 EU twinning project willing to share the cost of server up to a 
maximum of 5000 € 
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o Support to catalogue of metadata preparation/implementation 
o Support WRM section staff for data collection from data producers 
o Support to Information production for RBMP 
o Support processing for map production and indicator production  
o Support to water quality data integration with a pilot action of online web mapping 

valorisation on surface water quality 

o Support to water quality data integration with a pilot action of online web mapping 

valorisation on surface water quality 

8.3.7 Proposal of action related to stakeholder involvement in RBM 
Planning 

The proposed action plan for stakeholder involvement in RBM Planning is the following: 

Development of country specific communication strategy for participative RBM Planning based on up-

dating previous central Kura pilot basin communication strategy 

Implementation of Communication activities for participative RBM Planning will be done in line with the 

scheme presented in 7.3.2 and the involvement of relevant stakeholders all along the preparation of the 

plan. 

Coordination of communication plans and selection of joint awareness rising activities with beneficiaries, 

EUD and other projects will be done. 
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9 ANNEX 

 

Annex 1 - Structure of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Re-
sources (MENR)3 
 

 
 

                                                      

3  Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources, http://eco.gov.az/en/7-structure 

http://eco.gov.az/en/7-structure
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Annex 2 - Main actors in water management 
 

Levels Organisation Missions 

National 

Parliament (National Assembly) 
Participates in development of laws, as well as those associated 

with water and conducts their adoption. 

Ministry of Ecology and Natural Re-

sources (MENR) (http://www.eco.gov.az) 

It makes an inventory of water resources and controls their quality 

through carrying out permanent hydrometric, hydro-geological 

and hydro-chemical observations, develops water balances and 

forecasts water regime elements, evaluates the stock of ground 

waters, deals with the issues of rational use and regeneration of 

water resources.  

Division of Ecology and Nature Protection 

Policy (DENPP)  

(http://eco.gov.az/en/42-environmental-

policy) 

Defines main directions of the policy on conservation and protec-

tion of water resources from pollution.  

It coordinates the monitoring and implementation of  environmen-

tal  legal  acts,  and  enforces  compliance  of  planned  activities  

affecting water resources with existing legislation. 

The Department of Environmental Protec-

tion (DEP)  (http://eco.gov.az/en/61-

environmental-protection) 

Coordinates activities on monitoring and implementation of envi-

ronmental legal acts, and enforces compliance of planned activi-

ties on conditions of water resources with existing legislation. 

National Hydrometeorological Depart-

ment (NHD)  

(http://eco.gov.az/en/66-hydrometeorology) 

performs systematic observation over republic area, including 

Caspian Sea basin, learns meteorological conditions, prepared 

short and long-period meteorological forecasts and bad weather 

warnings. 

The Department of Reproduction and Pro-

tection of Bio-resources at Reservoirs 

(DRPBR)  

(http://eco.gov.az/en/117-water-bio-

resources) 

Responsible for scientific research, monitoring, control and sur-

veillance of the fisheries in the Caspian Sea, and improving re-

production of several fish species. 

The Caspian Complex Ecological Monitor-

ing Administration (CCEMA)  

(http://eco.gov.az/en/98-caspian-sea) 

Responsible for monitoring the environmental status of the Cas-

pian Sea. It analyses norms and limits of pollution outflows from  

communal  and  industrial  sources  into  the  Caspian  Sea,  and  

presents information  to  the MENR.  It implements   methodolog-

ical   guidance   to   pollution   monitoring,   participates   in   de-

veloping   a   unified information  system  on  the  use  of  natural  

resources  of  the  Caspian  Sea  and  the  development  of  a 

database. 

The   National   Geological   Exploration   

Service   (NGES) (http://eco.gov.az/en/92-

geology) 

Responsible   for   groundwater monitoring, as well as the regu-

lation and control of groundwater abstraction, including reviewing 

of Water Use Permit requests for groundwater.     

The  State  Expertise  Administration  

(SEA) (http://eco.gov.az/en/56-ecological-

expertise) 

Issues permits for wastewater discharges. 

Also responsible for issuing groundwater use permits, in cooper-

ation with the MENR-NGES. 

The National Monitoring Department on 

Environment Protection (NMDEP) 

Carried out its monitoring activity on rainfalls, surface waters, as 

well as radioactive contamination of environment.  

http://www.eco.gov.az/
http://eco.gov.az/en/42-environmental-policy
http://eco.gov.az/en/42-environmental-policy
http://eco.gov.az/en/61-environmental-protection
http://eco.gov.az/en/61-environmental-protection
http://eco.gov.az/en/66-hydrometeorology
http://eco.gov.az/en/117-water-bio-resources
http://eco.gov.az/en/117-water-bio-resources
http://eco.gov.az/en/98-caspian-sea
http://eco.gov.az/en/92-geology
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(http://eco.gov.az/en/107-environmental-

monitoring) 

Takes water samples downstream and upstream of wastewater 

discharges as part of compliance verification procedures. 

The  Ministry  of  Economic  Development  

(MED) (http://economy.gov.az) 

Finances the development and improvement of the energy, water 

and sanitation infrastructure in the country.  

The Tariff  Council (TC) under the MED 
Responsible for official adoption of all tariffs and charges except 

taxes and custom payments. 

Azerbaijan Amelioration and Water Farm 

Joint Stock Company (AAWF JSC) 

(www.mst.gov.az) 

State-controlled JSC responsible for providing water to economic 

sectors, by means of assessing needs for water and developing 

forecasts and norms of water use. 

Provides water to irrigation systems and oversees the develop-

ment and management of irrigation and drainage systems in the 

country. 

The “Azersu”  Joint  Stock  Company  

(Azersu JSC)  (http://azersu.az) 

Supplies drinking water supply and sanitation services in a cen-

tralized manner.  

Makes necessary arrangements for extraction of water from 

sources followed by treatment, transportation and sales. It also 

takes necessary actions for wastewater treatment. 

 Engages in design, construction, operation and maintenance of 

intake structures, reservoirs, pumping stations, water pipelines 

and sewer collectors. 

Ministry of Health (http://www.mednet.az) 

(MH) through the Republican Hygienic and 

Epidemiological Centre (RHEC) 

Responsible for setting the standards and monitoring of drinking 

water quality. In regions there are corresponding subdivisions of 

the Ministry for monitoring, control of the quality of water and etc. 

Ministry  of  Agriculture (MA)  

(http://www.agro.gov.az/) 

Implements    state  policy  on  amelioration  and  water  economy 

and  favorable  use  of  the  soil. Along with the MENR the land 

and soil state control is also implemented by the MA as for the 

pesticides use. 

Ministry of Emergency Situations (MES) 

(www.fhn.gov.az) 

Develops and assures the state control over the use and protec-

tion of water facilities.  

Caspian Basin Accident-Rescue Service 

(CBARS) (www.xhqx.fhn.gov.az) under MES 

Body carrying out management, coordination and control, within 

its own competences inside of the territory of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan and also in Azerbaijan sector of the Caspian Sea, in 

the fields of protection of areas from disasters, prevention of 

emergency situations and elimination of their consequences, as 

well as urgent reaction to emergency situations resulted from spill 

of oil or oil products, also in case of happening or risk of emer-

gency situation in water and land, organisation of activity for their 

prevention and elimination of their consequences, carrying out 

search and rescue works during accidents and catastrophes in 

waters. 

State Agency for Regulation of Nuclear 

and Radiological Activity (SARNRA) under 

MES 

(www.nuve.fhn.gov.az). 

Executive body participating in providing nuclear and radiological 

safety of population and territories and working-out state policy in 

the field of regulation of nuclear and radiological activity, provid-

ing realization of this policy and carrying out state control in this 

field. 

http://eco.gov.az/en/107-environmental-monitoring
http://eco.gov.az/en/107-environmental-monitoring
http://economy.gov.az/
http://www.mst.gov.az/
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State Water Reserves Agency (SWRA) un-

der MES 

Executive body providing reliable protection of state's major res-

ervoirs including to its balance,  performing control over the tech-

nical condition of the reservoirs in the country on a regular basis, 

monitoring the surface and ground water reserves, water facili-

ties, hydraulic structures, water supply systems and carrying out 

the management  improving of water resources in the territory of 

the country. 

Ministry of Industry and Energy (MIE) 

(http://www.minenergy.gov.az) 

Occupied with issues of water use for energy purposes. During 

the operation of large water reservoirs Ministry coordinates ac-

tions with the Amelioration JSC regarding the water intake from 

irrigation canals. 

The  State  Company  for Alternative and  

Renewable Energy  Sources  (SCARES) 

under MIE 

State-owned company providing public services on alternative 

and renewable energy sources, as well as identifying sources of 

renewable energy, and carrying out other works related to the de-

velopment of this field.  

Ministry of Justice (MJ) 
Participates in adoption and implementation of water resource re-

lated legislative acts. 

The State Committee of Statistics 

(http://www.azstat.org 

Central executive authority running state policy in the field of sta-

tistics and forming official statistics on the social, economic and 

demographic situation of country on the base of unified method-

ology. Almost all environmental information is gathered by this 

Committee. 

Regional   

Regional Departments of MENR 

Establishes and approves standards of minimal permissible dis-

charges (MPD) of wastewater and controls them through 19 re-

gional divisions. 

District Irrigation Departments (DIDs)  

Established by the AWM JSC, the main responsibility of which is 

to plan and implement bulk water supplies to Water Users Asso-

ciations (WUAs) at the on-farm level.  

 

 Subordinated agencies 

 Departments and divisions  
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